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EDITORIAL
State of the Journal
James R. Jett, MD, and David E. Midthun, MD
Mark Twain said “All you need in this life is ignorance and confidence; then successis sure.”1 The Journal of Thoracic Oncology (JTO)was born from a recognition
of the limited understanding of thoracic malignancies; the editorial board was
confident the journal could address this need. By all measures 2008 was a successful
year for the journal.
The number of submissions to JTO continues to grow rapidly. In 2006 we received
310 submissions, in 2007 there were 472, and the total was over 600 in 2008. Submissions
of all types of articles have increased - most gratifying was the 30% increase in original
articles in 2008 over 2007. Somewhat concerning is the dramatic rise in case reports. The
number of case reports rose 50% in 2008, and this in turn consumes an excessive amount
of editorial time. Although case reports may have value, they do not positively contribute
to the impact factor of a journal; for that reason, many journals have discontinued
publishing them. The editorial board of JTO will address this issue when meeting during
the World Congress in San Francisco. Please let me know if you have strong feelings
about case reports in the JTO.
The first full Impact Factor for JTO is anticipated in the spring/summer of 2009
and will be based on articles published in JTO in 2006 and 2007. While anxiously
awaiting the first Impact Favor, we are confident that for our journal it will be a measure
of success that is exceeded in years to come.
As an indicator of the increasing visibility of the JTO, in 2007 we were fortunate to
publish seven original articles based on the work of the International Association for the
Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) staging committee. These articles included the proposed
tumor, node, metastasis, (TNM) staging system for non-small cell lung cancer.2 The new
IASLC staging system has been accepted, in principle, by the International Union Against
Cancer (UICC) and American Joint Committee on Cancer and will become official at the
time of their joint publication in May or June 2009. In the November 2008 issue, the
staging committee published a proposal for including broncho-pulmonary carcinoid tumor
in the new (seventh edition) TNM classification.3 If accepted, this would be the first time that
pulmonary carcinoid tumors are officially included in the TNM system. In the December 2008
issue of JTO, Travis et al.4 presented a proposal for uniform evaluation of visceral pleural
invasion. This work was also a byproduct of the IASLC staging committee.
The JTO has made substantial progress in its first 3 years of existence; the future
looks bright. There is much for which we are grateful. The number and the quality of
original articles and review articles continue to improve. Ultimately the success of a
journal depends on the quality of the articles submitted by authors, yet this resource is
squandered without the consistent efforts of the associate editors, reviewers, and the
publishing team. We wish to publicly thank our many reviewers who have unselfishly
donated their time and efforts to improving JTO publications; their names are listed
alphabetically following the editorials in this issue. Special recognition goes to those
reviewers who have reviewed 5 or more manuscripts in 2008.
The JTO is fortunate to enjoy tremendous support from you, the members of the
IASLC. Thank you! This is your journal–we welcome your input and suggestions to make
JTO even better.
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